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Newsletter  

End of Academy Year  

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we reach the end of another incredibly busy and successful academic year, I would like to take this opportunity to 

reflect on all that has been achieved and to thank our wonderful school community for their continued support. 

It is hard to believe how much has been packed into this final term. From navigating the challenges of the recent 

heatwaves to celebrating sporting success, residential adventures, SATs achievements and so many memorable 

moments in between, our children and staff have approached every opportunity with enthusiasm, determination 

and resilience. 

One of the highlights of the year has undoubtedly been the outstanding effort demonstrated by our Year 6 pupils 

during their SATs. Regardless of outcomes, we are immensely proud of the commitment, perseverance and maturity 

they showed throughout the process. They have worked exceptionally hard and have been wonderful role models 

for the younger children in our schools. 

Sports Day was another fantastic occasion, bringing together pupils, families and staff to celebrate teamwork, 

determination and sporting spirit. It was wonderful to see children encouraging one another, demonstrating 

resilience and enjoying being active. Thank you to all those who attended and helped make the events such a 

success. 

Throughout the year, our staff have worked tirelessly to provide the very best experiences for every child. Their 

dedication, professionalism and unwavering commitment ensure that our children continue to thrive academically, 

socially and emotionally. I would also like to recognise the hard work of our pupils, who have embraced challenges, 

celebrated successes and demonstrated our values each and every day. We would like to wish Mrs Beard all the very 

best in her next chapter, she has been instrumental in delivering pastoral support for our pupils. 

As we look back over the year, there is so much to celebrate. From achievements in the classroom and on the sports 

field, to musical performances, trips, clubs, events and community activities, our children have continually impressed 

us with their talents, kindness and determination. 

This term also marks a significant milestone as we prepare to say goodbye to our Year 6 pupils. While it is always 

difficult to see them leave, we are incredibly proud of the young people they have become. They leave us with a 

wealth of happy memories, friendships and achievements, and they are more than ready for the exciting challenges 

that lie ahead. We wish each and every one of them every success and happiness as they begin the next chapter of 

their educational journey. Remember to be ambitious, be kind, and always believe in yourselves. 

Finally, I would like to thank our parents, carers, governors and wider community for your continued support 

throughout the year. Working together, we have achieved so much and created countless opportunities for our 

children to flourish. 
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We would also like to remind you of the Co-Executive Headteacher arrangement in place across the federation. The 

role is shared by Miss Lane and Mrs Gomersall. Miss Lane leads the federation Monday to Thursday, and Mrs 

Gomersall leads on Fridays. 

The Executive Headteachers also work together for half a day each week to ensure a consistent strategic approach 

across both schools and to continue moving the federation forward. Both leaders divide their time equally between 

the two schools, ensuring a strong and visible leadership presence at each setting. 

 

Miss Jennifer Lane and Mrs Gomersall 

Co-Executive Headteachers of Forest Edge Federation 
 
 

Goodbye’s  

As we come to the end of another school year, we would like to take a moment to recognise and thank two valued 

members of our school community who are moving on to new chapters in their lives. 

After 13 years of dedicated service, Mrs Madurasinghe has decided to embark on a new opportunity. Throughout 

her time at our school, Su has shown unwavering commitment, kindness and care, making a lasting impact on 

countless children and families. Her dedication to supporting pupils and contributing to school life has been greatly 

appreciated, and she leaves behind a wonderful legacy. 

After 4 years with us, Mrs Winstone has decided to pursue a new career path. Over the past decade, Kelly has 

been a much-loved member of staff, consistently demonstrating professionalism, enthusiasm and genuine care 

for the children she has worked with. Her positive contribution to our school community has been invaluable. 

Both Mrs Madurasinghe and Mrs Winstone have shown tremendous dedication, love and commitment to the 

children and our school community. They have each played an important part in helping our school thrive and will be 

greatly missed by pupils, staff and families alike. 

We thank them both for everything they have given to our school and wish them every happiness and success in the 

future. They will always be a valued part of the Woolaston Primary School family. 
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School Communication 

To help ensure that information reaches families clearly and efficiently, the school's communication strategy is 

outlined below. 

We encourage all parents and carers to join the PTFA WhatsApp group, as this is where the PTFA shares information 

about the fantastic events and activities they organise throughout the year. The group is used to provide updates on 

upcoming events, volunteer opportunities, fundraising activities, and other ways to get involved in school life and 

support our community. 

Please note that the PTFA WhatsApp group is managed independently by the PTFA and is not an official school 

communication channel. 

School Communication platforms 

For all school-related communication, we use the following platforms: 

• Year R: Teachers2Parents and Tapestry 

• Years 1 to 6: Teachers2Parents and Seesaw 

If you need clarification about a school event, please check the school calendar on our website before contacting the 

School Office, as the majority of event information can be found there. 

Contacting the school office 

For all general office enquiries, please contact: 

office@woolaston.gloucs.sch.uk 

Please do not use the admin email address, as this account is not monitored on site and your enquiry may not be 

seen promptly. 
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Attendance matters 

For all attendance-related matters, including reporting an absence, please: 

Email the school office at office@woolaston.gloucs.sch.uk or 

Telephone the attendance line on 01594 529370 

Thank you for helping us ensure that communication between home and school remains clear, effective and 

timely. 

School Attendance to date 

  
 

 

Whole School Attendance  Persistent Absenteeism (PA) National Average YTD 

             

95.9% 6.8% 
  

94.8% 
  

 

 

Read with me 

For the past year, we have been delighted to work in partnership with the wonderful volunteers from Read with Me. 

They visit Woolaston each week to spend 10–15 minutes reading one-to-one with individual children. 

These sessions provide valuable dedicated time for children to practise their reading, discuss books and share their 

thoughts in a supportive environment. The conversations that develop help to strengthen communication and social 

skills, while also building confidence and fostering a love of reading. 

The impact of the programme has been fantastic, and we are incredibly grateful to the volunteers for the time, 

enthusiasm and encouragement they bring to our school each week. 

 
Sparrow 

Class 
YR/Y1 

Starling 
Class  
Y1/Y2 

Robin 
Class  
Y3/Y4 

Woodpecker 
Class  
Y4/Y5 

Heron  
Class 

Y6 

Attendance  95% 94.7% 96% 95.6% 95.5% 

Late Marks  69 141 107 154 75 

Pupils 100% Attendance  3 2 3 2 1 

Congratulations to Year 3/4 class achieving the highest attendance for the academy year. 

mailto:office@woolaston.gloucs.sch.uk
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School Uniform: 

Grey Pinafore, Skirt or Trousers 

White Blouse/Shirt or Red/White Polo Neck Shirt 

School Sweatshirt or Red Jumper or Cardigan 

 

White, Grey Socks or Red or Grey Tights 

Black flat shoes with heel 

 

PE Kit: 

Black / Navy Shorts or Joggers White 

T-shirt / Polo Shirt Plimsolls (daps) or Trainers School 

Jumper for Winter 

 

Please could we ask all parents/carers to label their child’s clothing, water bottles, lunch bags /bags etc. as we had 

a high volume of lost property in the recently few months. Any clothing that hasn’t been collected by the end of 

each term will be donated to clothes banks. 

 

PE days 

Your child’s PE lessons will be announced by email on Tuesday 1st September 2026 
 

 

 

Transition Days 

The children spent time in their new classes on Wednesday 25th June, whilst our Year 6 pupils enjoyed a transition 

day at Wyedean School. These sessions provided pupils with an opportunity to meet their new teachers and 

classmates, spend time getting to know each other, and begin to feel excited about the year ahead. 

Since Transition Day, all classrooms have been reorganised and moved ready for September. The children have 

settled well into their new learning environments and are looking forward to returning after the summer holidays, 

ready for the exciting learning experiences and opportunities that await them in the new academic year. 
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Sports Day 

What a fantastic Sports Day we had this year! 

The weather was kind to us, and the field was filled with excitement, encouragement and determination from start 

to finish. It was wonderful to see so many parents, carers and family members joining us to support the children 

throughout the day. Your enthusiasm and encouragement helped to create a fantastic atmosphere for everyone 

involved. 

The children were a credit to the school, demonstrating excellent behaviour, teamwork and sportsmanship in every 

event. Whether they were racing, cheering on their teammates or taking part in the field activities, they approached 

each challenge with positivity and perseverance. It was especially pleasing to see children encouraging one another 

and celebrating each other's successes, truly reflecting our school values. 

A huge thank you to all staff, volunteers and supporters who helped make the day such a success. Most importantly, 

well done to all of the children for their effort, determination and enthusiasm. We are incredibly proud of every 

participant. 

After the final scores were carefully totalled, the results were as follows: 

 

🥇 1st Place: Blue 

🥈 2nd Place: Red 

🥉 3rd Place: Green 

🏅 4th Place: Yellow 

Congratulations to all four houses for their hard work and commitment throughout the day. We are already looking 

forward to next year's Sports Day! 

 

Thank You to Our Local Builders 

A huge thank you to our local building company for their kindness towards Guy, who has a keen interest in building 

and construction. The team kindly gave him a hard hat and hi-vis vest so he can safely stop by each morning on his 

way to school to wave and watch the building work progress. Guy has thoroughly enjoyed this special treat and looks 

forward to seeing the team every day. Thank you for helping to nurture his interest and making his mornings so 

memorable. 
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Sporting Events 

We would like to congratulate all of the children who have represented our school at the various sporting events and 

tournaments throughout the year. You have all been fantastic ambassadors for the school, showing determination, 

teamwork and enthusiasm in every competition. Most importantly, you consistently demonstrated excellent 

sportsmanship, respect and encouragement towards others, making us incredibly proud. 

A sincere thank you to all the parents and carers who have supported these events throughout the year, whether by 

attending, cheering on the children or helping with transport. Your support plays a vital role in making these 

opportunities possible. 

We have thoroughly enjoyed celebrating the children's achievements and successes this year and are already looking 

forward to the exciting sporting opportunities that next year will bring. Thank you once again for your continued 

support. 

 

 

 

Year 5 STEAM Day at Wyedean School 

This term, our Year 5 pupils had the exciting opportunity to take part in a STEAM Day (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Arts and Maths) at Wyedean School. Throughout the day, the children engaged in a range of hands-on 

activities that encouraged creativity, problem-solving and teamwork. 

The pupils enjoyed a tricky Mathematics lesson, a Design and Technology challenge where they designed and built 

rockets, and a fascinating Science experiment exploring acids and alkalis. These activities provided a wonderful 

opportunity for the children to apply their learning in a practical and engaging way. 

We were incredibly proud of how well the children represented our school. Their enthusiasm, excellent behaviour 

and positive attitudes were praised throughout the day. Most importantly, they thoroughly enjoyed the experience 

and returned full of excitement about what they had learned. 
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Year 6 Residential 

Year 6 were blessed with beautiful weather for their residential trip to PGL Liddington this year. The children had a 

fantastic time and represented the school brilliantly throughout the visit. Staff were incredibly impressed with their 

behaviour, enthusiasm and positive attitude. 

A particular highlight of the trip was the opportunity to spend time with the children from Tuthill school, helping to 

build friendships and strengthen bonds before moving on to the next stage of their education. The children took part 

in a wide range of exciting activities, including climbing and canoeing, challenging themselves and developing their 

confidence, teamwork and resilience. 

The residential was loved by all and provided a wonderful end-of-year experience. It was the perfect way to finish a 

memorable Year 6 journey, creating lasting memories that the children will treasure for years to come. 

 

 

Cheltenham Science Festival 

Year 5 had a fantastic time visiting Cheltenham Science Festival, where they took part in a range of engaging and 

interactive activities. The children showed great curiosity throughout the day, asking thoughtful questions and 

enjoying the opportunity to see science brought to life beyond the classroom. It was lovely to see their enthusiasm 

and interest in exploring new ideas. Their behaviour was excellent at all times and they represented the school 

brilliantly and were a credit to us during the visit. 
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The Bloom Room News 

What a brilliant year we have had in The Bloom Room! Our children have worked incredibly hard on themselves and 
have reached so many important milestones. It has been a privilege to celebrate every success alongside them and 

watch their confidence continue to grow. 

This term, our focus has been on supporting transitions into the next school year. It was wonderful to hold our ‘Meet 
the Teacher’ snack sessions, giving children the opportunity to meet their new class teachers in a calm, familiar 

environment. These sessions are invaluable in helping to build confidence and reduce worries ahead of September. A 
huge thank you to Mr Rushton and Mr Woodcock for taking the time to join us. The children thoroughly enjoyed the 

sessions, asking lots of thoughtful questions and embracing this exciting next step. 

 

 

A special thank you also goes to Finnley, who got us all into the football spirit by kindly gifting our Bloom Room 
friends with England headbands. The children absolutely loved them and enjoyed wearing them together! 
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Your children truly are wonderful. It has been a year filled with growth, resilience, laughter and so many special 
memories. I can’t wait to welcome them back and continue our journey together next year. 

 

 

End of Term Check-In 

It was lovely to welcome back some of our past Bloom Room pupils for an end-of-term check-in play session. Each 
term we aim to reconnect with children who have graduated from nurture, offering them the opportunity to catch 
up, play together and celebrate everything they have achieved. These sessions have been incredibly successful, and 
we look forward to continuing them in the future. Spending the afternoon hearing about their successes and seeing 

how much they have grown was truly heart-warming. 

 
 
 

Play Leaders 

A huge thank you to our fantastic Play Leaders: Ross, Maggie, Eleri, Sophie, Alec and Erin. 

These children have dedicated their lunchtimes to running games, leading activities, delivering workshops and being 
friendly, approachable role models for others on the playground. They have shown fantastic teamwork, commitment 

and kindness throughout the year. 

I am incredibly proud of everything they have achieved. Their enthusiasm, willingness to volunteer and the time they 
have invested in planning and preparing sessions have made a real difference to our school community. They 

thoroughly deserved their end-of-year celebration and have represented Woolaston Primary School brilliantly. 

I look forward to selecting and working with a new team of Play Leaders in the new school year. 
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To Our Wonderful Play Leaders 

 
Today we celebrate all you’ve done, 
Helping others have fun in the sun. 

With kindness, patience, smiles and care, 
You were always there to help and share. 

You welcomed others into your games, 
Made new friendships, learnt new names. 
You showed respect, were brave and true, 
And our school is better because of you. 
Be proud of all you’ve achieved this year, 

You’ve made a difference—that’s very clear. 
So here’s a cheer for all you’ve done— 

Amazing Play Leaders, every one 
 

Love Miss Niblett 
 

 

National Thank a Teacher Day 

To celebrate National Thank a Teacher Day, our Play Leaders organised a wonderful appreciation workshop. 
Children from across the school created thoughtful messages, colourful pictures and heartfelt thank-you notes for 

members of staff. 

The response was overwhelming, with staff receiving so many kind words and drawings. Our kitchen team were 
especially touched by their messages and have proudly displayed them on their wall for everyone to see. 

A huge well done to our Play Leaders for planning and running the workshop so efficiently. They should be incredibly 
proud of the kindness, gratitude and community spirit they helped to spread throughout the school. 
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Have a wonderful summer break! It has been an absolute pleasure supporting our amazing children this year. Every 
single one of them has shone brightly, and I hope they all enjoy a well-deserved summer filled with fun, laughter, 

and happy memories. We look forward to welcoming everyone back in September! 

Love Miss Niblett 

 

Summer Holiday Food Bank 

As the summer holidays approach, we would like to remind families that additional food bank vouchers may be 

available to help with the cost of feeding children during the school break. 

If you find that you need support while schools are closed, vouchers can be issued through the Salvation Army or 

one of the Foodbank's other referral agencies. 

For more information about available support and details of local referral agencies, please visit: 

🔗 The Forest Foodbank 

https://theforest.foodbank.org.uk/  

Please remember that support is available, and families are encouraged to access it if needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://theforest.foodbank.org.uk/


WWOOOOLLAASSTTOONN  PPRRIIMMAARRYY  SSCCHHOOOOLL  
                          ‘‘  TTooggeetthheerr  wwee  ggrrooww,,  aacchhiieevvee  aanndd  cceelleebbrraattee’’  
 

 
   

   

 

 

 

Green Dragon Eco Challenge 

During Eco Week, the children were set a homework challenge to create a new product using recycled materials. 

Well done to all the children who took part! 

It was lovely to see their creativity on display, with products ranging from bug hotels and pencil cases to games and 

miniature gardens. 

Thank you for your support at home in helping the children create these wonderful products. As a reward for taking 

part, the children have received gifts from Octopus Energy. 

 

Eco-week 

After our brilliant Sports Day, the children remained in their house colour groups to take part in a whole-school 

project. Working together, they designed and created their own sea creatures using recycled materials to help raise 

awareness of the impact that single-use plastic can have on marine life. 

The children showed great teamwork and creativity, producing a range of imaginative sea creatures while learning 

about the importance of protecting our oceans and environment. 

 

Starling Class thoroughly enjoyed participating in the Green Competition during Eco Week. As a reward for their hard 

work and enthusiasm, the children received fantastic cuddly octopuses. Well done to all involved! 
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End of year PTFA Review 

As another fantastic school year comes to an end, we wanted to share a quick round-up of the PTFA's activities and 

fundraising achievements. 

We started the year with our hugely successful Circus in September, which was enjoyed by children and adults alike. 

Thanks to your support, this event raised an incredible £1,500. 

Our Christmas Raffle followed, featuring some wonderful prizes and raising just over £700. Thank you to everyone 

who donated prizes and purchased tickets. Your generosity is what makes these events possible, and we would love 

your continued support with donations next year. 

In February, the children thoroughly enjoyed the School Disco, which raised over £350 and provided a fun-filled 

evening for everyone involved. 

A particular highlight was the Bingo Night hosted by the Netherend Inn in March, which raised an amazing £500. We 

would like to say a huge thank you to Rich and everyone at the Netherend Inn for their support. We are delighted 

that the money raised from this event will fund a pantomime performance at school this December, giving all the 

children something special to look forward to. 

The children also enjoyed our Easter Treasure Hunt around the playground, complete with chocolate prizes, which 

was great fun for everyone involved. 

Our Sports Day refreshments and Summer Fair together raised £600, while the Pimm's Stall at Woolaston Carnival 

generated a fantastic £525. 

Thank you to our Volunteers 

At this year's AGM, we said goodbye to several longstanding PTFA members who have chosen to step down 

from their roles. On behalf of the whole school community, we would like to extend our sincere thanks for the 

time, energy and commitment they have given over the years. Their hard work behind the scenes has helped to 

make so many events and fundraising activities a success, and we are incredibly grateful for everything they have 

done. 

As we look ahead, we are excited to welcome a fresh PTFA team for the new school year. We are delighted to 

announce that Rachel Barber has taken on the role of Chair of the PTFA. 

The PTFA is always looking for new volunteers, whether you can help regularly or just occasionally at events. If 

you would like to get involved, please contact the PTFA directly or speak to Rachel. They would love to hear from 

you and welcome any support you can offer. 

We will also be sending out a welcome email in September introducing all PTFA members, so everyone knows 

who is involved and who to approach for a chat, suggestion or offer of help. 
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Investing back into our School  

This year, the PTFA will be making a financial contribution towards revamping the playground line markings, 

providing a lasting benefit for all our pupils. We are excited for everyone to see how the funds raised throughout the 

year are being invested back into the school. If anyone would like to make a personal contribution towards this 

project, we would be very grateful for any donations via the QR code below. 

Thank you  

None of these events would be possible without the incredible support of our school community. Whether you 

helped organise an event, volunteered your time, donated items, or simply came along to support us, we are 

extremely grateful. Your contribution makes a real difference. 

Finally, don't forget the lolly sale in the playground after school this Friday. We hope to see you there! 

Thank you once again for your continued support. 

The PTFA 
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Reminders 
 

Packed Lunches 
Please can you ensure that packed lunches don’t contain any nuts or nut-based products such as Nutella as we have 

children in school with a nut allergy. 
 

School Meal Booking 
Please ensure your child’s meal is booked in advance of the day, preferably a week ahead. 

 
Community Leaflets 

Please click on community on our website to see the latest news and events. 
https://woolastonprimary.ovw10.juniperwebsites.co.uk/community-leaflets 

 
Lost Property 

Lost property is located by the school office 
 

Contact Information 
Please ensure you advise the School Office of any changes to your contact details.  It is vital that we have your up-to-

date information for all correspondence purposes and in case of emergency.  Please email any changes to 
office@woolaston.gloucs.sch.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://woolastonprimary.ovw10.juniperwebsites.co.uk/community-leaflets
mailto:office@woolaston.gloucs.sch.uk
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School Diary – Dates for the Academic Year 2024-2025 

 

July 2025 Monday 20th  Inset Day – No pupils on site 

Tuesday 21st  Summer Holidays  

September 2025 

Tuesday 1st  Inset Day – No pupils on site  

Wednesday 2nd  Welcome Back – Autumn Term 1  

Thursday 24th  

Beder Photography - Individual / Sibling 
photo 

Individual and sibling's photos – Letter 
to follow  

October 2025 
Friday 23rd  Inset Day – No pupils on site  

Monday 26th – Friday 30th  Half Term  

November 2025 Monday 2nd  Start of Autumn Term 2  

December 2025 
Monday 21st  – Friday 1st 
January   

Christmas Half Term  

January 2026 
Monday 4th  Inset Day – No pupils onsite 

Tuesday 5th  Start of Spring Term 3  

February 2026 
Monday 15th – Friday 19th  Half Term  

Monday 22nd  Start of Spring Term 4 

March 2026 Thursday 25th  – Friday 9th April  Easter Half Term  

April 2026 Monday 12th  Inset Day – No pupils onsite 

May 2026 

Monday 3rd   Early Bank Holiday  

Monday 31st   Bank Holiday  

Tuesday 1st  – Friday 4th  Half Term  

June 2026 
Monday 7th   Inset Day – No pupils on site 

Tuesday 8th    Start of Summer Term 6  

 

July 2026 
Wednesday 21st    

Year 6 Leavers Assembly 2.30pm 

End of Term 
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